
Wheathill Parish Council
Councillors were summoned to the meeting of Wheathill Parish Council, held on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at the Shoot Room of Three Horseshoes commenced at 7.00pm

MINUTES

1. Welcome and we remind Council and attending public that the meeting is being audio and video recorded and will adhere to GDPR regulations and will not be shared outside of the organisation unless following a Freedom of Information request.
2. Apologies – Unitary Councillor Davies and Cllr Lloyd tendered their apologies.
3. Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting of any matter in which they have a pecuniary or personal interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.

4. Public open session; an allowance of 3 minutes per person to a max of 15 minutes.
10 members of the public were in attendance. 2 pieces of correspondence were handed to the Parish Council, 1 to the Clerk and 1 to the Chair. These were acknowledges as received.

5. Approve the minutes of the last meeting 6th January 2026
Minutes were approved, signed and sanctioned to be posted on the website.
6. Roles and Responsibilities of Councillors
Some examples: Planning, FixMyStreet / Highways / Lengthsman liaison, HR / Staffing, Community engagement / events, Communications / Social media or Defibs.
Councillors to consider and decide at the next meeting.
7. Unitary Councillor Report – Monthly report to be uploaded to the website. 
8. Nature Recovery Initiative
1. Woodland Trust Community Tree Packs for Churchyards
Decide on type of trees to apply for.
2. Use of seed bale initiative money - Bird boxes to support swifts, house martens and swallows. Bug houses on notice boards. Hedgehog boxes. 
Update on purchase and installation – all items have been purchased and delivered to include 3 bat boxes, 3 bee and insect houses, 3 swift, 3 house martin and 3 swallow nest boxes. Cllr Odell explained that its British Ornithological Society’s national bird box week commencing the 14th February so the hope is to get them installed during that time.
There was a small debate with public about the initial use of the raised money and whether the purchased bird boxes were for the individual parishioners who purchased a seed bale to have individually or if the initiative money was for community boxes. The Parish Council questioned the lead of the initiative who clarified that the money was to go back to the Council to use on community nature recovery and not to individuals as they were told when purchasing the bales.
Cllr Odell to speak to Lucy Grove regarding the location and orientation of boxes.
3. Wildlife cameras loan update;
X1 camera with Brown Clee Primary School, loan agreement sent
X1 camera with Farlow Parish Council, loan agreement signed.
X5 cameras awaiting allocation, location stored in The Annex of Three Horseshoes. Clerk to check if Mr Stuart Edmunds would like any units or if we should get back in touch with the Shropshire Hills National Landscape to sell or loan to other groups who are interested in a camera setup.

9. Highway Items
a) Update on speed reduction on B4364
Nick Newton confirmed that there has been a delay in WSP proceeding with a detailed design due to resourcing issues. He is hopeful that the scheme will be installed in April/May of 2026 (email 9th Jan 26)
b) Lengthsman Activities
Fix drainage issue at Church Farm, Loughton crossroads – To do Friday 6th Feb.
Clear surrounding grass from the drain at Bromdon Cottage T junction. - To do Friday 6th Feb.
Quote for new notice board at Three Horseshoes with Perspex cover. – No quote received.
Quote new notice board at Bromdon – No quote received.
Ant Harman quoted £300 to dig out ditches between Hillgate and Bromdon Caravan Park which is 1 day with a digger to reduce water on the roads. The PC agreed to proceed with the quote.
c) FixMyStreet update
Clerk uploaded potholes between Silvington & Bromdon Caravan Park. No action yet.
Any update on Salt in the Bromdon Bank bin – the salt bin has been filled successfully.
15 reports on FMS in 1 night for the potholes between Painters Bank and the Boyne Arms. Please drive steady on this stretch of road, especially with the water risk.

10. Annual Council Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting (hosted by the PC) date to be decided in May 2026. Ideas for guest speaker or theme if desired for the Parish meeting.
Councill meeting to be held 5th May 2026 at 7pm followed by the Parish meeting at 8pm, guest speaker to be contacted was suggested to be Lucy Grove on Nature Recovery.

11. War Memorial Grants
Obtain 3 quotes for labour and material supply. These will be provided to the War Memorial Maintenance Grant to decide on funding support.
Cllr Odell is awaiting a quote off William Griffin who is a local stonemason who may be able to replace the wall with a stone that matches the same as the memorial which would last significantly longer and be more in keeping. We require 2 more quotes, if anyone local is able to supply one.

12. Litter Bin
Ordered and arrived. To determine exact location and whether Lengthsman can install.
Clerk has delivered to The Three Horseshoes for the Lengthsman to collect. To install where he sees fit but ideally on the west of the layby.
13. Correspondence & Social Media
Facebook page update. – Page is up and running.
Brown Clee Patient Participation Group are hosting a Women’s Health Discussion Group on 11th March 2026, 7-8pm at The Pavillion, Ditton Priors. If you’d like practice updates on this, then please join the mailing list.
14. Planning - no new applications.
15. Defibrillator Pads
Loughton unit has had the pads replaced now so is in full working order.
Three Horseshoes Unit needs a guardian if anyone can volunteer, please.
Bex James of Loughton is looking for support in checking the Loughton unit, it takes just 5 minutes and will be a shared volunteer role, please.
Barbara Skellern has kindly offered to take guardianship of the Three Horseshoes defib and Ann Sutcliffe to support with Three Horseshoes and Loughton units. Many thanks.
Clerk to ask Andy Goold regarding defib training for the new guardians and any other residents who wish to participate, a date to be offered at the next meeting.

16. Local News
A community litter pick has been instigated by a parishioner. It may be possible that WPC borrows some litter picks, high-vis jackets and bin rings if anyone should want any, but forward notice would be needed to obtain.

17. Donation requests – none received.
18. Council Records from Ex-Councillors and GDPR risks – confirmation of returned items and anything outstanding if applicable.
Wheathill PC is still not in possession of historical records despite many requests. We remind the public that any documents that are addressed to, from or belong to the Parish Council be returned immediately to the official address found on the website of the Clerk or any member of the Council to forward on.

19. Finance 
1.   Bank Reconciliation - Treasurers Account @ 27-01-2026 £17,714.94
2.   Payment of Invoices
a) Clerk Salary £180.00
b) Reimburse Clerk for CJ Wildlife Invoice
Invoice agreed and signed to be paid by BACS.

20. Meetings and Training attended.
Update on Clerks CiLCA training – this module was on law and procedure which was enlightening and highlights some vital changes that the Parish Council needs to make to ensure governance compliance.

21.  Items to be put on the agenda of the next meeting.
· Parish Plan questionnaire
· Council records returned
· War memorial quotes
22.  Date of next monthly Parish Council meeting.
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